
Welcome & Essentials
by Prof Nadia Gulko and Prof Sanlie Middelberg





❑ British Council
❑ USAf / EDHE / SWEEP and its partners
❑ Sponsors
❑ All our speakers and facilitators
❑ TransformHER organising committee
❑ TransformHER consortium universities
❑ Student Ambassadors from UJ
❑ Birchwood Hotel staff
❑ Picture Café – printing
❑ Special thanks to Krimson – graphic design

Thanks to everyone who made it possible



Who we are, and why we are here

A consortium of 3 UK and 3 SA universities, 2 NGOs, 30+ entrepreneurs





SWEEP 2026 TransformHER

• HER Mentorship (HER roots + HER rise)

• HER Land

• HER Living Lab through HER Story

• HER Growth Mindset Cultivation

• HER Creation



Transforming lived experiences into 
actions

Upskilling

Networking
Knowledge 
exchange

Personal 
development

Co-
creation

Engagement









MakeHER — Common Threads and New Directions 
workshop

P a r t  o f  t h e  

C r e a t i v e  S t r a n d  

l e d  b y  D r  H e a t h e r  

C o n n e l l y ,  

U n i v e r s i t y  o f  

L i n c o l n

Participants are invited to work with 
Kate Morgan & Emily Dewis’ 

illustrations of the TransformHER
webinar series, to create their own 

wearable artworks and postcards and 
work together on creating a textile 
artwork that communicates their 

collective entrepreneurial journey to 
inspire others .



MakeHER — Common Threads and New Directions workshop



Website



Agenda



Green – skills workshops

Yellow – keynotes

Purple – sessions with a professional trainer

Grey – academic forum

Blue – design sessions with Heather

Key signs in the agenda



Day 1

CONNECT
• Meet new people and begin building your 

TransformHER network
CREATE
• Explore new ideas through creativity, reflection 

and co-creation
DISCOVER
• Learn from different perspectives and embrace 

new ways of thinking



Day 2

LEARN
• Gain practical insights from experts, 

entrepreneurs and one another
COLLABORATE
• Share experiences, exchange ideas and work 

across disciplines and institutions
GROW
• Develop new skills, confidence and 

entrepreneurial capabilities



Day 3

REFLECT
• Consider your learning, experiences and 

personal growth
COMMIT
• Identify how you will apply your learning 

beyond the Living Lab
CONTINUE
• Strengthen your network and continue the 

TransformHER journey together



Social media
LinkedIn: 

• Student Women Economic Empowerment Programme
(SWEEP)

• EDHE
• USAf
• British Council
• Tag Nadia Gulko and Sanlie Middelberg

Instagram:
• Edheentrepreneurship

#GoingGlobalPartnerships #Studentpreneurs #SWEEP2026 
#EDHE #TransformHER



Let the journey begin..



H a v e  a  w o n d e r f u l  
c o n f e r e n c e !
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